
CUNY Must 
Not 

Be a War College!

CUNY has signed up a war criminal to “teach” at the 
Macaulay Honors College. Join with us in protesting 
this outrage. 

The Board of Trustees has appointed former CIA chief 
David Petraeus – ex-com-
mander of the Iraq and 
Afghanistan wars – to 
give a course titled “Are 
We On the Threshold of 
the North American De-
cade?” at the Macaulay 
Honors College. Whether 
being paid $200,000 or 
$1 (the amount his pay has 
been reduced to following widespread indignation at 
his salary), this mass murderer must not be allowed 
to teach at CUNY. The importance of mass protest is 
highlighted by the fact that many CUNY students and 
their families come from countries targeted by the U.S. 
military and dominated by U.S. imperialism.

•	 As	 commander	 of	 U.S.	 forces	 in	 Afghanistan,	
Petraeus	 rained	death	on	Afghan	 civilians. As	
commander	 of	 “coalition”	 forces	 in	 Iraq,	 he	
ran	 the	 imperialist	 slaughter	 of	 hundreds	 of	
thousands	of	Iraqis. Petraeus brought Col. James 
Steele – who commanded death squads in Vietnam 
and Central America – to Iraq to organize and train 
death squads which carried out “the worst acts of 
torture” during the U.S. occupation (London Guard-
ian, 6 March). As CIA chief, Petraeus was the archi-
tect of almost 3,000 “targeted killings” by drones.

•	 Meanwhile,	the	Reserve	Officers’	Training	Corps	
(ROTC)	program	is	being	revived	at	CCNY,	York,	
Medgar	Evers	and	the	College	of	Staten	Island.	
ROTC was ousted from CUNY in 1971 after wide-
spread protests against its role recruiting and 
training officers for the U.S. war in Vietnam that 
killed an estimated 3 million Vietnamese. 

•	 The	 appointment	 of	 Petraeus	 follows	 CCNY’s	
recent	establishment	of	 the	Colin	Powell	Cen-

 
Protest Petraeus’s first day of class

Monday, September 9th, 2:30 PM  
Macaulay Honors College, 35 West 67th St. 

(between Central Park West and Columbus Ave.)

ter,	named after the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff during the U.S. invasion of Panama (1989) and 
the first Persian Gulf War (1991). 

•	 The	 increasing	militarization	 of	 CUNY	 is	 also	
reflected	in	military	recruiters; Army and Navy 

“missile command” and 
“air warfare” represen-
tatives’ participation 
in a CCNY conference 
on “Automatic Target 
Sensing”; arms manu-
facturers Raytheon, 
Northrop Grumman 
and Lockheed Martin’s 

backing for CCNY’s $198 
million Advanced Science Research Center, etc. 

•	 CUNY	security’s	relationship	with	the	NYPD	has	
expanded	 in	 recent	 years.	 While campus cops 
work closely with the NYPD to repress student and 
worker protests, business-as-usual for the NYPD 
includes spying on Muslim students on campus. 
CUNY campus “peace officers” are able to make ar-
rests and to use deadly force (included in the CUNY 
administration’s arsenal are hollow-point bullets, 
which even the NYPD is not supposed to use (New 
York Post, 6 May 1999). 

Against this growing militarization of CUNY, the time for 
massive protest is now!

War Criminal Petraeus, ROTC, Military Contracts and 
Military Recruiters: OUT OF CUNY!

Ad Hoc Committee Against the Militarization of CUNY

The September 9 protests demanding “CUNY Must Not Be a War College” 
and “War Criminal Petraeus, ROTC, Military Contracts and Military Recruit-
ers: Out of CUNY!” have been endorsed by the following organizations and 
individuals (list in formation): Internationalist Group, CUNY Internationalist 
Clubs, Revolutionary Student Coordinating Committee, Students Without 
Borders at Queens College, Class Struggle Education Workers, Workers 
Power-US, IGNITE, Movimiento Socialista de Trabajadores-NYC, Asociación 
de Estudiantes Latinas/os y Latinoamericanas/os of CUNY, Sister Circle Col-
lective, Dr. Hester Eisenstein of Queens College and the Graduate Center, 
CUNY, Carmelina Cartei, Anakbayan-NY.  

Labor Donated


